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The 50 Best

E:: DE SLUYSWACHT BAR

it 300-vear-cld sluice-keeper's cottage,
opposte Rembrandt’s House, is Anstérdam's equiadent
of the Leaning Tower of Pisa, Sit down outside or
socupe yoursell an opstiies window seat o views of
the landmark tower known as the Mostelbaanstoren -
for mmmny <lors of the Putch East Indiy Company, this
offered them their bst ever ghmpse: of Amstecdam If
vorn ligserwer that Die Shyswacht i no longer on the
shant when you finally emerge from the bar then
you kinow vou are i troule,
Where: Jodenbresstroat |
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T ot vour dirty i ancd engoy ahit of
vicariows sex ol this exirenwely popular Amsterdam
Istitution. Ir's Gacky, jokey, mildly interesting m grarts
{mizstly grivate parks) and about as erotic as Ena
Sharples's ludrmet. Copies of hard core Iwlin and Far
Eatern sculptures offer proof that the Dutch were ol
the irventors of copulation, while the funniest moments
areto be had from the rsoqued Victorian movies,
Diwioushy pot a phace 1o ke your maiden aunt, b
plenty af peapbe find it entertaining
Where: Damak 18 {020 622 B376)

When: Open daily 10am-1 L38pm.
How much: Admisszon 8.

MELKWEG (MILKY WAY)

IF your were last in Amsterdam o e 19705
vers mmight just remember the Milley Way as the hipgy
hangout, permanenthy swatbesd in a parple e, Thes:
daysit's a bit less msquet but no less worthye o 2 visit
Ir's delimitely the most eclectic shcase n o, with
acts ramgng from a Senegalese soirde o Bloodie,
bt bpgr FuFs 1 skanks, jazz 1o hip-hoga, topped off with
a rich helping of film anr thesatee, oo,

Where: Lijnbaamseracht 2340 (020 5331 81813,
wwwiamielkweginl
When: Closed Moodays

A trouser-boggling vy of condoms (o quote one
reviewer ) s the stock-in-trade of this stylesh 1itle Ped
Light chstrict shop. In contrast with the especatly tacky
irnwesdiate Jocale, it's all done in the best possible taste,
promgaing another gude book to describe it as "oddly
wholesome™, My Eraurite 15 the one that sings “For He's
a Jolby Good Fellkw™ ot the appropriaie momenl
Where: Warmoesstraat 141

H's saucd that Diutch plantation owiners irvented
the risfifel (Literal translation, rioe table) by adding their
own bits and pieces of meat.and fish to the Lasi
Indoesesian meal of o and vegetables — the eesult bring
a feast of some 20-50 small plates. Whiatever, this spicy
Fusion is now moast visitors” fvourite Amsterdam meal
ard there is mo beiter place to be initiated than ot
Cilubang, This charming, friendly Title plaoe on ooe of
the city’s pettiest streets is also a perfect Jovers' tryst
Whera: Bunstraat- 10 (020 G265 9755)

When: Dinner only (rom Gy
How much: Biptafel meal f30-60,
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An anlightening trip to the Condom Shop
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There are some 18 types of beer on draught at De Wildeman, plus a smoke-free room

_ The décor in the Cafédi Lae s msaterial prool
that you don’t meed spacecakes to seée the strangest things
i Amsterdam’s hirs Here it's 1o hell with gesedbigheid
{rosy anel comfortable) — this s o sort of art deco,
Mervwn Peake meets Bidbey Soott with a bit of Gaudi and
the eecasional stulfed allpsdor theown o, kind of place. [t
could e been awlul bt instead it's strangely
wentrancim — cheawd trendy;, oo,

Where: Haardemmesstraat 116
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W. CAFE DU LAC

You've got 1o de it but what do you do when
you get there! I you'ne really sheck thene's always the
friendly Prostitue Information Centre ryzht by the:
venenlde Oude Kedo, Alternativel;, vau might want to
insfulgze in o it of vicarous pleasune it either the
infameus Bananenbar (in whech: case vou'll never
loods at a banana in the sarme light again) or persps

the Casa Feesao, Wilateser vou do, trgh, of o want

toy keep youe camers {and your teeth), don't point it

Al the windasy-girls,

Where: Both the Bamagsenbaer and the Casa Pesso sre on
Cuekerajds Achterbwrpwal wiwwcasarossocom,

woww mamenbarom

How much: Bananenbar 173, Casa Boese (30

A picturspestcacd-perfect | Tthecentury Diatcke
howese, The Siveren Spiege] (The Sihver Mimoe) oot
onby looks the basiness, 1t's also B for producing
sonmie of the best Holkanslische cvisine in the country:
The wine list ts highby seclamsesl, fish is a specality of
the hoase and i85 Lanby, Bred on the timy Nocth Sea
lsland of Fexel, & samgly sublioee. An ahsolute mazd for
dyed-in-he-wiodl traditionalists
Where: Kattengat 4 (020 624 63850)

When: Mon-Fri 12-2pme -1 0pom, Sat G6-T0pm
How much: Avemge nuin cowrse B
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