his equestrian skills, The captains milk the
crowid for applause, waving o frignds and
supporiers (everyone in the rown belongs to

o fika or-another) and generally phoing the

part of celebs to be tair heha

for the privitepe — around €60

a year — <0 do-wave back

Volley after volley
rends the night air,
ricocheting madly
around the main
square into which
the Christian filas
march to symbolically
| reclaim the town, or in
this case a temporary
wooden castle

82 n ploce in the sun's overything Spain

EOMWETEd DY IFACtors oF Dl

Adver the st troupe has passed I pimme Tor

a drink Or twio and Chat menns mentied — i

fevepiively potent mix of coffede houour

fusteably Cate Aperol) and ey lemaonade stush

You'll sec the lacals shanng it frem commueial
bucker-like containers which have naitiple
drinking straws protrehng from the op! And
wo |l B vnrious ternporary discos set up n
the open air, where the town rocks away ino
the small hours,

I 24th, 5t George™s Day, is the finale of
the T al

SMoors and the Christians, *We don’t take

Al

the big shoot-out between the

many guests 10 the batrle.™ Brian had told
1, “becausge i1's just 1oo noisy. They use

o 10 tons of punpowder and 1he

firemen are permanently poised because the
tarmac fterally sets on fire.”

“Ypah sure, Beian,” | thoughi, telling myself
e st hove besen tadking abour sensitive, frail
types and thirking back o other noisy Spanish
flestas 1°d survived without aural o mental
damage, But in as much tre as it ook for the
first vodley of gunfire (o reverbernte aroung the

s square of Alcoy, my Mr-Big-Shot attitude

Pictured: thir festival s o wikd gatharing




