?

TRADITION

had evaporated. No other fizsta had even
vaguely prepared me for the noise that | was
experiencing, Think of the owdest bang you've
ever heard: now double i and then multply

by ten, Imagine 2 bang se-deafening that it
I
vour jaw, glasses and fillings, and simply defies

vilirates not only the nearast windows but also

ol 1o ke wioLir haarids away from WOUT €4S
In Britain it would be banned instantly on
health and safety grounds; in Aleoy they can't
ger enough of it! Villey after volley rends the
might &ir, ricocheting madly around the man
sguare inte which the Christian filas march o
symbolically reclaim the wwn, or in this case a
TRMMpOrEry Wooden casle.

Brian was right: the tarmac did set alight
an oocasions, though na-one seemed at all
perturbed, certainly not the sepruagensrin
Maoors and Christians leaders who were
hapiily firing volleys into thee gir within
totching distance of each other, 257 it were 4

narmal street greeting. Infact it seemed only
thie British contingent thought thie decibel
level 3 tad high Among the several hundred
marchiors, ohly one Wore proper ear
protectors and 1 could see very fiw marchers
or spectators wearing any kind of ear plug,
We lingered foraround 20 minutes, observing

B4 a place in lhe Sun’s everything Spain

Above: Huge Grgars and fes

somea-loaking

WEADINS ara 1he order at the

this curicus bedlam, before our discomior
threshald was finally breached znd we

I
miech louder & real bactde could possibly be
Els Fr

Motelin Guatretondeta, 4 skeepy little place 12

recreated o the nesrest musing onhow

For the inside crack on the Besta

miles from Aleay, is offering a three-night
pickape during the fiesta comprising: the
opening ceremony and first night of musicin
Plaza de Espana with 2round 1.000 musicians;

all day i Alooy for the spectacular parades,

inciuding seats in a:prime lecaton, lunch in

ane of the fiesta clubhouses, and supper §

4

clubhouse with the membersof the club, plus

mmusicians in full costume; and & brief visic o
witness the battles,

The packape includes accommodation tor
three fights, all transport and most meals for
€321 (£220) per person, based an two
sharing, You cin even continug the Moorish
theme with the hotel's “Taste of Spain in the

foorsteps of the Moors™ watking holiday,

Els Frires Hioel

Where and when

Viharever you o throughout the Costa

Blanca you will find Moors ana Christizns

fiestas. The season kicks off in Bocalnan

n the first wesk of Februany, in tha

atmospheric, meceval setting of Bocarent

G- boem Vary Tow tounsts attend and s

Is-reckoned to be cne of the: mg
authentic calebeations oulzida Aoy, MNear

Aoy the Cocentaina festval, hald in
Auqust, 15 very colouriul, and on L coast

thi fizstas at Javea (July) and at Maraira

Lunsl ans waorth sesirg. Al latter fhe
o

Moors arrve from the 528 and A music
festisal (masthy pop and ack) s added
to the revelnes. Cther good phaces 1o
attarsd fostas any Biche, Vilgjoyossa and

Aiicanta, The Alicenie calebrations arn

gimed souarehy: at locaks and take place in

carky Dacarmiar




